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ading Among Rural People, 


Problem I. Stimulation of Interest in Re 


Topic A. What can be and is being done by public libraries, schools, 
collepes, and universities, 


Mrs. Loleta Fyan, Group Leader 
Harry Mileham, Recorder 


1. The Present Situation 


Many techniques, approaches and channels are being used by public libraries, schools, 


and colleges and universities to stimulate interest in reading on the part of rural 
people. Some are being used rather generally while others are innovations that 

are still confined to localities. lany of them are aimed 2t making rural people 
better acquainted with books and other reading materials; at dissipating the awe 

in which books, bookstores,and libraries are sometimes held; at giving adults and 
children greater satisfaction and pleasure in readings and at leading people to 

see the library as a homelike place where they will get the help they want. 


2. What Is Being Done 


Here is a preliminary inventory of the things that are being done and the devices 
and methods being used toward this ends 


By Fublic Libraries: 


Bookmobiles 

Lists of suggested reading for various ages and interests 

Book stations in stores 

Exhibits of books, and reading lists, at training workshops. 

Exhibits of art and handicrafts made by local people in connection with their 
reading. 

Newspaper columns by librarians, 

Radio programs, including announcements of books, by librarians. 

Children's vacation reading clubs. 

Adults! reading clubs. 

Weekly story-telling periods for children and their parents - meetings or on radio. 

Book carnivals. 

Informing local librarians and the publiec about radio programs on books, 

Telling local librarians about available recordings of books and reading programs 
Suitable for use over local radio stations. 

State library extension services, 

Use of pamphlets in libraries, including giving out such pamphlets, 

Coordination of reading with use of tours, field trips, films, and other visual 
aids. 

In-service training of librarians, including volunteer librarians, 

More homelike libraries with an informal atmasphere, attractive surroundings, 
pastel colors, and better lighting. 

Trend toward more professional librarians and fewer volunteer librarians. 

Libraries in stores at street level. 

Tours of libraries. 


By Schools, Colleges, ad Universities 


Teachers working with school librarians in encouraging children to read. 
Improved, more interesting, readers and other school books. 
Teaching methods that interest children in reading. 
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Informal use of school libraries for recreational reading. 

Library clubs for pupils. 

Promotion of reading by school clubs, including the Future Homemakers of Are rica. 
Assistance in the school library by ‘the pupils. 

Refurbishing of school libraries. 

Informal atmosphere in school libraries. 

incouragines older children to take home picture books to show to younger children. 
JOint selection of books by librarian, teacher, and pupil. 

Attractive, readable, short booklets and leaflets issued by Extension Services. 
Cooperation by the Extension Service in promoting libraries and encouraging reading. 
Remedial reading clinics. 

Training in rapid reading. 

School and college training in how to use a library. 


3. Experimental Projects 


A study of Adult Education in Rural Areas by the Association of Land-Grant Colle ges 
and Universities and the Fund for Adult Education of the Ford Foundation. 


Discussion project in the Field of Citizenship and the American Heritage, by the 
I i ibrary Association an Ford Four ion, in si coerimer 

American Library Associati d the Ford Foundation, in six experimental areas, 
including rural areas. 


Trials in Stimulation of Reading and Use of Books, by the ‘re rican Library 
Association and the American Book Publishers Council, 


Studies in making regional and county library demonstrations more effective. 
otudy in library accounting. 

Berelson study. 

Readership studies made by papers and magazines, 

lh. What Additional Things Need to be Done 


Such methods, approaches, and devices as have been listed above need to be used 
more generally and adapted widely to local conditions and problems. fiuch has been 
done, but much more needs to be donee 


Rural people need to be informed of the existing readable, attractive, md intereste 
ing literature that is available. 


Findings of research need to be pub to use in developing additional literature that 
will make attractive, interesting, and satisfying reading for rural people. Great 
progress has been made in develooving books for children that are geared to their 
interests, needs, and reading abilities, Similar progress is needed in the develop= 
ment of reading materials for adults that will stand a better chance of competing 
with the many other media that are demanding that adult's attention and time. 


All media, including television, should be used to promote and encourage reading. 
Television, for example, seems to offer great possibilities in interesting people in 
reading, and advantage should be taken of these possibilities rather than regarding 
this medium as a competitor to reading, 


To help meet the need for librarians, youths in high schools and colleges should be 
informed about the possibilities of the library profession as a career, To make 
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this effective, adequate salary scales will need to be established in the profession. 


As rapidly as possible, trained librarians should be employed to take the place of 
untrained, volunteer librarians. Volunteers can be of most help in stimulating 
interest in reading among rural people through support of library work, advisory 
services, liaison work, and similar activities which are essential if the people of 
rural communities are to have needed facilities for and interest in reading. The 
cooperation of all orgaiizations and educational agencies is essential. 


State libraries need to be greatly strengthened so that they cm do amore adequate 
job of stimulating the improvement of local libraries and of serving as a source 
of reading materialse 
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Pooblei Ie Sti mlation o” Interest in Reading Among ural Peonle 
Ural ie ipa 2 4 7 5 . > ee < 5 7 fF ee ae 8 jeune 4 % aaleg = 
fopic 5. What can be and is beinz cone by orcanigations - e:stension groups, 

farm orczanizations, Porent-Toachers? issoclations, churches, etc. 
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Te VWhat is the Present situation? 
The basis of democracy lies in voluntary zrouns and organizations. Oreanizations 
can achieve the surnoses for which they exist, only as they have knowledge of 
factse These come primarily fron the »orinted word, which is permanent and can 
be »assed one Therefore, there is a need to stinulate interest in readings, and 
organizations have a resnonsibility in stimulating this interest. 


There is a lack of readinz interest. Schools, libraries, families and organiza~ 

tions must work tocether to create reading interest. Their om vitality is in- 
=) i) 

volved, and we believe that this interest can be stimmlated. 


II. What is being done: 


at 


1. Reading »rosrans through home demonstration and Faria Dureau groups 
(Jackson, Ne Ce; Jordan, Ark.) 


4 


2 Book collections available at meetings, camps, churches and schools 
(Armour, lide) 


3e Dook lists throuch libraries, State colleges, and organized oublishers. 


4. ‘Written and oral book reviews (Warnecke, Micha), Help has been given in the 
technique of book reviewins through clinics, outlines, etc. 


5. Book demonstrations, given with bookmobile, by the librarian (Scoggin, N.Y.; 
Jackson, Ne Ge) 


6. Use of conferences to books from pulpit. 


A 


7. Contribution of books to local libraries (Jordan, Arke; Switzer, NZ.) 
$. Discussion of reading problems in groups (iutchingon, Ohio). 


9. Use of sitall circulating collections of books and »namohlets, secured and 
distributed by :issionary groups (Rich, ii.¥.) 


10. Radio and TV programs to stimulate interest in reading (iicBlderry, NeZ.; 
Davis, Ill.) 


ll. ncouragenent to join book clubs as a basis “or starting home libraries. 


12. Library and book discussion in connection with Sunday School. Interpretation 
02 books by librarian and local peonle (Armour, ide) 
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III. HExoerimental Projects _ 
le Tape recordinzs of: 
(1) book review 


(2) discussion 
dramatization of books to stimulate interest 


(3) Book fair - to be done cooperatively in local aveas, by all organizations. 


IV What can be done: 


eae 


1. Visits by organizations to libraries and invitations to librarians to visit 
STOUD. 


2. To encourage wider use of bookmobile in connection with group meetinzs. 


3. To impress unon organizations their own responsibility for the apnearance 
resources and administrati 


42 Aporeciation o° the importance of discussion groups and use of pamnhlets 
in encouraging more readinge 


5 Further help in improving techniques of book reviewing. 


Se More use of local people and particularly in book reviewing, selection of 
books and participation in reading programs. 


7. Exhibits, with literature as a part of exhibit, will stimulate interest in 
reacing » 


Ve Resources 


We believe that the knowledze of local resources and personnel is essential. 
Surveys by local groups, or with outside help, can take people aware of local 
resources, stirulate oarticipation in using resources. 


Aid in stimulating interest is available through magazines, and other sourcese 
Collections of books from Children Book Councils can be borrowed from State 
libraries. 


Newspapers, radio and TV, films and adult education prograin have information 
on books and reading. 


Organization publications can he resource of book information. Book lists 
froa publishers, educational institutions and libraries. 


Only by having wholeehearted participation of all groups, can we gain our 
objective o% stimulating interest in reading, as a means of creating and main- 
taining informed citizens. 


on of the local library. Suggested use of ALA films. 
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Problem I, Stimulation of Interest in Reading Among Rural People 


Topic C, What can be and is being done by reviews and criticisms - farm 
radio, press, magazines, and other publications. 


Mrs. Lulu fvanson, Group ‘Leader 
Clifford Alston, Recorder 


Most of the present book reviewing services are of little value and many times 
unavailable to rural people. 


New York has done local leader training schools on how to do a book review and how 
to use tools such as Saturday Review, Library Journal, etc. 


Few publications commonly read by farm people carry book reviews. Progressive 
Farmer carries book reviews directed to rural reader interest, 


Time available for local librarians to prepare localized reviews limited. "Canned" 
reviews not satisfactory. Few weekly or small dailies carry book reviews, Very 
few radio stations carry book reviews. One county librarian in North Carolina did 
a popular program combining music, baseball scores and information about books, so 
well done that the Liberty Broadcasting Company wanted three programs a week for 
National hook-up. 


North Carolina has project "Good Reading for Home Demonstration Clubs" in cooper= 
ation with Library Commission and Extension Service. Tllinois has mimeographed 
publication, "Good Reading for the Family" prepared once a year also reading 
courses in cooperation with Illinois State Library, 


Television programs few in number but effective when well done. Reviews dme by 
local people can be effective, have been used to limited extent. 


Recommendations 


More book reviews in local newspapers, both daily and weekly. Should be localized. 
More book reviews in magazines commonly read by farm families. Use of local radio 
stations for book reviews. Suggest use of local people on programs with a trained 
person. More annotated book lists for rural schoolse Get book publishers todo 
more advertising in local papers to get papers to carry book reviewe 


Use of book exhibits at fairs, county meetings, etc. with an annotated take home 
list of books displayed. Preparation of suggested reading lists with librarian, 
extension people and commercial book people cooperating, Use local people to give 
short book reviews in groups like PTA's, extension groups, Grange, Farmers Union, 
etc. Trained personnel be encouraged to give informal book reviews incidental to 
regular work, bxample, Extension agents might mention current books they have read 
or that relate to specific subject at hand. Get in on TV early with book review. 
Suggest that this conference might be followed by a State conference to discuss the 
situation in the specific State, 


Resources: 

1. Book stores 5. Local libraries 

2. State Library Commissions 6. Radio stations 

3. Extension Services 7e Newspapers and magazines 


h. Farm organizations 
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Problem II, Availability of Reading Materials to Rural People 
Tonic Ae Are the vresent library facilities in rural areas beinz fully 
used? How may they be supplemented? 


Marjorie Luce, Group Leader 
Robert West Howard, Recorder 


Your discussion group is fully aware of the valiant services given in the field of 
the rural library by our small corps of underpaid and often unpaid librarians. We 
offer thei. our deep thanks and our future support. In furtherance of that support, 
we conciude that the answer to the first question above is "no." It is our con- 
Viction that rural libraries are failing to make full use of their facilities in 
the following areas: 


1. Finances. 9. Cooperation between libraries and 
2e Physical plant. CTOUDS e 

3. General staff. 10. Book selections. 

A* Trained staff. 12. Mobility. 

5. Public knowledge. 12. Man-interest. 


6. Local trustoes. 
7. Cooperation between groups. 
Se Cooperation between libraries. 


These conclusions are based on a strict discussion o2 the question as statedee. 
namely, in a four-hour consideration of "nr resent library facilities in rural 
areas. But in view of information available to the nanel from the U. S. Office 
of Education and the American Library Association, members felt that the question 
itself? was very limiting in its scope. 


According to the most recent ficures from State Library agencies, 30 million 
people in the USA are without access to a local’ public library..+.and, of these, 
26,000,000 live on farms and small villares. Hence, in view of recent census 
statistics, nearly half the people residing in rural America, including a majority 
of our farming population, are without public library service of any Icind. 


O? the 3,000 counties in the USA, only 735 provide county-wide library servicesee. 
and 435 counties have no public library service...even in the county seat. In 
the retaining 1859 counties, public libraries are supported largely by urban 
taxation, are located in the cities and larger villages and are primarily for the 
service of the urban population. Only three States (Delaware, Massachusetts and 
Rhode Island) provide free library service to all of their citizens. This service 
ranges from 68 cents per capita per annun in Delaware to (1.56 per capita per 


annum in Massachusetts. 


Of the 7,400 public library systems in the nation, only 334 have annual budgets 
exceeding (40,000. Another 1,915 have overall budgets ranging from ‘4,000 to 
1,000... and 2,222 have annual budgets of less than L000. These must cover all 
their expenses of salary, light, heat, rent and boek purchasese Members of our 
eroup cited rural libraries in their home States with annual budgets as low as (356 
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Despite all the enthusiasm about bookmobiles, there are only 400 in operation 
in the USA or ...if we insist on being statistical, approximately one-eighth of 
one bookmobile »er county. 


ussion group concluded that a restatement of these figures is an essen- 
of this report, over and beyond consideration of the questions as phrased. 


To return, then, to that half of rural America that is served by public libraries, 
our 12 allesed failures in use of present facilities are based on the following 
convicvicns: 


1. lack of oublic awareness of the library and public relations by the library 
result in failure to achieve adequate financial support for the libraries, 
at both local and regicnal levels. 


Qe Potential use of the physical plant of the library is not achieved. 
3 ilost rural service libraries have inadequate general staffs. 
4. llost rural service libraries have inadequate trained staffs. 


5 The nudlic is inadequately informed of the current services and potential 
services available at its libraries. 


6. Loca.l. trustees have not bsen educated to the ®ull opcrortunities for public 
service within the libraries they sunervise 

7. Little cooveration exists between service clubs, fraternal organizations 
government azeneies and farm orcanizations in exploring the realms of 
greater library service. 


& Insufficient cooneration exists between city or central and rural libraries. 


9. For the very reason that exceptional results have been achieved in rural 
library services in some areas through cooneration between PTA, Home Demon- 
stration Councils, Extension Service and local libraries, we feel that rural 
libraries as a whole have failed to explore this potential. 


10. ifany rural librarians are not makine full use of the gains forthcoming 
through a wise selection of the books they purchase. 


11. The use of 400 bookmobiles in an area 3,000 miles wide and 1,800 miles deep 
is, the group feels, surficient illustration of rural Library failures in 
Niiobility." 


12. Rural libraries are failing to interest men in their activities and their 
notentials. The public library operates..eperhaps from necessity..eunder 
petticoat rule, and tends to center its apneals on the female and juvenile 
audiences 
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considering the second question, "How may present rural library facilities 
supplemented," your discussion group offers the following recomendations: 


By and large, the American public is not aware or the services the public 
library can bring them. Facilities can never be fully used until this 
avareness is createde 


It should be the duty of every member of this conference to seriously consider 
the potential services of his or her local library to (a) family, (b) commmi- 
ty and (c) social organizations; (d) and to take steps to achieve them. These 
opoortunities should also be brousht to the attention of Pari Bureau, farmers 
Union, Grange chapters as well as to other social, fraternal and service or- 
ganizations. 


The modern rural library must touch every aspect of community life. It 
should serve not only as a book center but as a comunity center, as en in~ 
formation and training center in Civilian Defense, as a research center for 
hoobyists, farmers, gardeners and honemakerse 


3s we look toward the libraries we need in the rural USA, we must look also 
to that rare librarian who can open the world of books to everyone in the 
community and who can bring everyone into the library for an answer to per- 
sonaj. oroblems. This librarian is as deeply interested in her people as in 
her books. She has been trained to catalogue books and to know book values. 
She hes been forced to train herself in the community wants and uses for her 
becke.s She has vainstakingly researched her community until she knows who the 
iocal awthorities are on button-collecting, antique glass, earthworms, com= 
post-riles, ballet dancing, painting, »voetry, architecture and all the other 
very human ingredients of comaunity and family life. Knowing this, she not 
only knows the markets for her books but becomes an invaluable information 
service in the comnity. 


The above points toward the urgent need for training courses in human rela- 
tions and comunity relations in library schoolse 


There may be danger in the organization of such societies as Friends of the 
Library fo: the obvious reason that rural communities are already burdened 
by social and fraternal organizations. The wiser course for the library, as 
a general course, might well be to strengthen its relations with existing 
organizations, rather than establish a time-competing organization of its 
OWN. 


Although it is the groups! firm conviction that the control of library 
facilities, and both moral and financial support of the library, must remain 
at the community level, beldef exists that rural libraries will not adequate- 
ly develop until larger units, such as the county unit, function with the 


local unit to improve the latter's services. 


It is the further ovinion of this group that full use of library facilities 
in rural areas can best be fostered by placing the public library ona 
broader public tax basis than now exists. 
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9. Joint use of school libraries by students and adults is an exciting prospect, 
and possibly a future solution of the rural library problem. In immediate 
consideration of such a vroject, however, it should be pointed out that exneri- 
ments to date have not been a success. The feeling prevailed that this plan 
must be carefully integrated with school building projects and may meet even- 
tual success in consolidated schools making wide use of adult education 
courses, and other community center activities. 


10. Meanwhile...and thereafter, for that matter...Parent Teacher Associations 
should be urged to take a strong interest in the books available to children 
both in school libraries and in public libraries. Local PYA's could develop 
their own criteria of modernity and availability for reference and general 
reading materials available to pupils in both school and public libraries. 
This should be undertaken as a permanent project, with ~eriodic inspections 
and discussions between PTA and library nersonnel. 


ll. The book display facilities offered by the Children's Book Council of 50 West 
53rd St., New York City should be given widespread publicity and its work 
encouraged by rural libraries. 


12. A program of nublic relations, adaptable by the local librarian and her sup~ 
porting groups, should be developed for general distribution. 


13. Library users should be encouraged to take home books anpealing to the 
hobbies and special interests of other members of the user's family. 


14. Steps should be taken to inform librarians of the services available to them 
: through the American Library Association, the U.S. Office of Education and 
other oublic and private agenciese 


15. The Exvension Service and other agencies of Federal and State governments 
should be encouraged in a program of promoting book reading and library usage 
in rural arease 


The above summarize the general recommendations of the discussion, but necessari- 
ly linit the specific instanees cited as illustration by the participants. 


Participants in the discussion, cominzs from nine States and the District of Colum- 
bia and representing both private and oublic organizations, included in addition 
to the Group Leader and Recorder: Miss Anne Farrington, Wisconsin Library Comnis- 
sion; lir. William Sloane, William Sloane, Associates; Mr. Paul Shank, Mennonite 
Publishing House; iliss Katherine Kosmack, Overseas Information Service of the 
State Dept.; Miss Virginia Neel of the National Education Association; Mrse Je 
Homer Nemsberg of the National Home Demonstration Council; ifr. Nathan Hurwitz of 
Book Previews; lirs. Russell Wilder, book store proprietor of Rochester, Ifinn.; 

ir. Sherman Briscoe, Information Snecialist, U. 5. Dept. of Agriculture; iiss 
Nora Beust, Children's Book Consultant, Office of Education, iederal Security 
Agency; tir. A. L. McNeal, Rural Library Services, Univ. of Tennessee; and Dre 
Ralph Shaw, Librarian, U. 5. Dent. of Agriculture, 
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Problem II. Availability of Reading Materials to Rural People 
Topic B. How can commercial distribution of books be extended to increase 
service to rural areas? 


Maurice Wieting, Group Leader 
Sanford Cobb, Recorder 


General discussion of the nroblems involved in increasing the scope of the com- 
mercial distribution of books developed the following points: 


le There is a real need for study of the reading tastes ~ likes and dislikes - 
of rural readers on the part of publishers and distributors. 


ae fiction = moral and ethical viewpoint 
be non-fiction - simplicity of style 


2e There is a need for schools to prepare young people for reading. Reading 
should be fun = not a choree There is a need for reading clinics for adults 
in rural areas. 


3. More should be done to play up the values of reading in radio, television 
' and moviese 


4. Children and adults should be actively encouraged to build their own home 
libraries. 


5. There is a definite need for the intelligent stocking of books for sale in 
small-town newsstands or other stores that may handle books. 


6. The development of local discussion groups will encourage people to seek 
information from books. 


7. Every effort should be made to encourage the dissemination of information 
on reading through county demonstration agents. 


Specifically the following basic methods of increasing service to rural areas 
were proposed: 


1. Train county extension workers to use book reference material and advise 
them how to secure information on the commercial distribution of reading 
material (induction and ineservice training). 


2 Set up facilities for wide distribution of prepared book lists on special 
ar general topics. 


3e Encourage the adoption of basic information service on books through exist- 
ing commercial agencies (booksellers, book clubs, mail order houses, etc.) 


4. Encourage State universities to conduct short courses or conferences on 
bookselling. 
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5. Request publishers to study their advertising in regard to regional markets 
and rural interests. 
6. Request publishers to test advertising in farm medias 
7. Recommend that publishers get more books out for review in rural areas. 
8. Develon mechanics for Book Fairs and Book Bazaars in cooperation with 
booksellers. 
9. Test the possibilities of selling books by traveling bookshops. 
10. Study the feasibility of selling books through library extension service 
and boolmobiles. 
ll. Study the sale of books through farm stores or, in collaboration with 
booksellers, through farm organizations. 
12. Prepare a bulletin through USDA on How to Obtain a Bool. 
13. Study experiments made by paper--bound book publishers in rural areas am 
encourage further surveys in this field. 
14. Encourage the development of reading aides and coonerative ownership of 
books e 
15. Prepare book news and book review service for distribution to rural papers 
and radio stationse 
16. Encourage efforts to increase the purchase and use of books in all areas, 


institutional and in the home. 
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